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PART 1600—ORGANIZATION AND 
FUNCTIONS OF THE CHEMICAL 
SAFETY AND HAZARD INVES-
TIGATION BOARD 
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AUTHORITY: 5 U.S.C. 301, 552(a)(1); 42 U.S.C. 

7412(r)(6)(N).

SOURCE: 68 FR 65403, Nov. 20, 2003, unless 

otherwise noted. 

§ 1600.1 Purpose. 
This part describes the organization, 

functions, and operation of the Chem-

ical Safety and Hazard Investigation 

Board (CSB). The CSB is an inde-

pendent agency of the United States 

created by the Clean Air Act Amend-

ments of 1990 [Pub. L. 101–549, 104 Stat. 

2399, codified at 42 U.S.C. 7412(r)(6) et
seq.]. Information about the CSB is 

available from its Web site, http://
www.csb.gov.

§ 1600.2 Organization. 
(a) The CSB’s Board consists of five 

Members appointed by the President 

with the advice and consent of the Sen-

ate. The President designates one of 

the Members as Chairperson with the 

advice and consent of the Senate. The 

Members exercise various functions, 

powers, and duties set forth in the 

Clean Air Act Amendments of 1990 (42 

U.S.C. 7412(r)(6) et seq.).
(b) The CSB’s staff is comprised of 

the following administrative units: 

(1) The Office of the Chief Operating 

Officer;

(2) The Office of Investigations and 

Safety Programs; 

(3) The Office of the General Counsel; 

(4) The Office of Financial Oper-

ations;

(5) The Office of Management Oper-

ations; and 

(6) The Office of Equal Employment 

Opportunity.

§ 1600.3 Functions. 
(a) The CSB investigates chemical 

accidents and hazards, recommending 

actions to protect workers, the public, 

and the environment. The CSB is re-

sponsible for the investigation and de-

termination of the facts, conditions, 

and circumstances and the cause or 

probable cause or causes of any acci-

dental release resulting in a fatality, 

serious injury, or substantial property 

damages.

(b) The CSB makes safety rec-

ommendations to Federal, State, and 

local agencies, including the Environ-

mental Protection Agency and the Oc-

cupational Safety and Health Adminis-

tration and private organizations to re-

duce the likelihood of recurrences of 

chemical incidents. It initiates and 

conducts safety studies and special in-

vestigations on matters pertaining to 

chemical safety. 

(c) The CSB issues reports pursuant 

to its duties to determine the cause or 

probable cause or causes of chemical 

incidents and to report the facts, con-

ditions, and circumstances relating to 

such incidents; and issues and makes 

available to the public safety rec-

ommendations, safety studies, and re-

ports of special investigations. 

§ 1600.4 Operation. 
In exercising its functions, duties, 

and responsibilities, the CSB utilizes: 

(a) The CSB’s staff, consisting of spe-

cialized offices performing investiga-

tive, administrative, legal, and finan-

cial work for the Board. 

(b) Rules published in the FEDERAL

REGISTER and codified in this title of 

the Code of Federal Regulations. 

(c) Meetings of the Board Members 

conducted pursuant to the Government 

in the Sunshine Act and part 1603 of 

this title (CSB Rules Implementing the 

Government in the Sunshine Act) or 

voting by notation as provided in 

§ 1600.5(b). 

(d) Public hearings in connection 

with incident or hazard investigations. 

§ 1600.5 Quorum and voting require-
ments.

(a) Quorum requirements. A quorum of 

the Board for the transaction of busi-

ness shall consist of three Members; 

provided, however, that if the number 

of Board Members in office is fewer 

than three, a quorum shall consist of 

the number of Members in Office; and 

provided further that on any matter of 
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